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Recommend by: Miss Queeny To

Dubliners, completed when James Joyce was only twenty-five, is the first of his
works to demonstrate the unique, innovative style that would make him one of the
most influential novelists of the twentieth century. Joyce turns his discerning eye
to Dublin's lower middle class — to the petit-bourgeois world of shopkeepers,
tradesmen, functionaries, and clerks. The result is a portrait of Dublin life in the
early 1900s, an undisputed masterpiece of human experience played out against a
defeated city.

With these fifteen stories James Joyce reinvented the art of fiction, using a scrupu-
lous, deadpan realism to convey truths that were at once blasphemous and sacra-
mental. Whether writing about the death of a fallen priest (''"The Sisters''), the
petty sexual and fiscal machinations of '"Two Gallants," or of the Christmas party
at which an uprooted intellectual discovers just how little he really knows about
his wife (''The Dead''), Joyce takes narrative places it had never been before.



